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“Not having a firearms policy is not an
option. Ambiguity can lead to confusion,
lability, and deadly outcomes.”
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“Do not assume state-permitted individuals
are sufficiently trained. Organizations
should require training that goes beyond
legal minimums.”
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“Open carry can disturb the sanctity of a
worship space. Concealed carry — with
clear restrictions — Is best practice.”
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“Armed Individuals should be the final
layer of a broader strategy. Alone, they do
not make a facility secure.”
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“Yes. In most cases, your policy can
be more restrictive than state law —
If properly documented

and communicated.”
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Policies should distinguish between
personal defense and assigned
security roles. Only individuals who
meet clearly defined criteria should
be permitted.”
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“You are liable. Without a policy, you
are permitting it by default — a ‘don’t
ask, don’t tell’ approach invites
confusion and risk.”
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“Yes. Law enforcement may request
visual markers like sashes or hats so

responders can quic

<ly identify who

IS a threat — and wrh

O isn’'t.”
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“If you know people are carrying

weapons and you intentionally
don’t make a policy, your policy
Is that people can do whatever
they want.”

Thomas Baugher, Community Security Director,
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee
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“Security isn’t just about
responding to threats; it’s
also about preempting them.”

Kerry Sleeper, Deputy Director, SCN
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“From October 7 to year-end
2023, SCN received more
Incident reports than in the
entire previous year.”
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“Congregants armed for personal defense
should be clearly instructed that they are
not tasked with protecting others.”
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immediate law enforcement notification
orotocols as your first line of defense.”
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“Security plans should be created
collaboratively — involving board members,

clergy, and community representatives to
ensure shared responsibility.”
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‘Set expectations for semi-annual or an
retraining to maintain readiness and red
egal exposure.”
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hreats evolve. So must your policy. Use
after-action reports, training reviews, and
external audits to continuously improve.”
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raining Is perishable. A well-documented
orogram Is not just good practice — it's
legal protection.”
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-Irearms aren't the only option. Less-lethal
tools — sprays, batons, tasers — shoulo
also be evaluated and governed by policy.”
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Yes. Not having a policy Is, In effect,
a policy — one that leaves your
organization exposed to confusion,
lability, and risk. Every institution
must make an intentional decision
and document it clearly.
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Not necessarily. Without formal
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At a minimum: firearms safety,
judgment-based use-of-tforce training,

de-escalation, and basic
ica
INiNg are essential.
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With transparency and engagement.
Use forums, listening sessions, or
surveys to educate and gather input.
Policy decisions should reflect both
security needs and community values.
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WHAT’S YOUR POLICY?
READ THE FULL WHITE PAPER

This Is not a simple yes-or-no question.
SCN’s white paper helps leaders weigh the
legal, moral, and operational realities of
armed congregants in Jewish spaces.

https://www.securecommunitynetwork.org/
resources/weapons-at-worship/




